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Regular Board Meeting 
February 22, 2024 

 
Donzella Administra�on Building – 1275 Lakeside Avenue E, Cleveland, OH  44114 

and broadcasted live via Zoom – 5:30 pm 
 
 
1. Regular Meeting Opening 
 A. Convene 
 The meeting was called to order by President, Stephen Scheidt at 5:30pm. 
 

B. Roll Call 
Members present:  Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, 
Stephen Scheidt 
Member absent:  Cynthia Schulz 

 
2. Minutes 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the regular meeting of the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities held January 25, 2024, a copy of which is made a part of the permanent record of this meeting, be 
accepted as directed by the President, without objection, and approved as published. 
 
Motion by Lisa Hunt, second by Alaina McCruel. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt 
 
3. Donations 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities gratefully accepts two monetary 
donations totaling $450.00 and an equipment donation. 
 
Motion by Steven Licciardi, second by Mozelle Jackson. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt 
 
4. Financial Statements 
RESOLVED, that the Operating Fund Statement and the Statements of Revenue and Expenditures - Planned 
and Actual for the year-to-date period ending January 31, 2024, be accepted and filed for audit; the payment 
of vouchers for the period January 1, 2024, to January 31, 2024 be ratified; and that all statements and 
voucher summaries are made a part of the permanent record of this meeting. 
 
Superintendent, Dr. Amber Gibbs gave a summary report of the financial statements. 
 
Motion by Steven Licciardi, second by Steve Scheidt. 
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Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt 
 
5. Announcements 
President, Stephen Scheidt turned the meeting over to Superintendent, Dr. Amber Gibbs who gave the 
following announcements: 

• Dr. Terrence Ryan, past Superintendent of Cuyahoga DD passed away after an extended illness. He 
was surrounded by his family and he will be sadly missed by all who knew him. Dr. Ryan dedicated 35 
years of service to Cuyahoga DD and was Superintendent for 11 years up to his retirement in 2013. 
Terry was a fierce advocate for people with developmental disabilities and pushed for new ideas to 
improve peoples’ lives.  

• Director of Communications, Elizabeth Day shared information about activities being planned in 
March for Developmental Disabilities month. 

o We have a number of community partnerships including the Cleveland Monsters. We 
purchased 189 tickets for their March 18th sensory-friendly game. Our Mobile Sensory 
Vehicle will be there and our Community Development staff will train their guest services 
supervisors on how to support people with disabilities and those who have sensory needs for 
that game, and for future games and events at Rocket Mortgage Field House. 

o We are also partnering with the National Wrestling Association. We had a successful event 
with them in February, so in March, we are supplying 50 tickets for an event on March 15. 

o We will be announcing the recipients of our Community Development grant awards. This 
year, we have allocated $202,000 to award to arts and culture and recreation/leisure 
organizations, and libraries to make their physical spaces more inclusive and accessible. 

o There will be a four page insert in Cleveland Magazine. Board Members received a copy at 
the meeting. This is distributed to 30,000 homes. The cover features Mike Renzenbrink, a 
person served by Cuyahoga DD who participated in our volunteer day in 2022 at the men’s 
shelter. He had such a good experience, that he started volunteering there weekly. Also 
featured in the insert is information about our 2024 Family Fun Fairs and tiny homes which 
will launch later this year. 

o We have a segment on “We the People” on WKYC Channel 3. It will air on March 16th. The 
topic is our equipment Lending Library. 

o We will have a spot on New Day Cleveland at Fox 8. The timing and topic for this segment is 
still to be determined. 

o Other efforts:  we are trying to get an in-depth article in Crain’s. We have pitched a four-part 
series on “live, learn, work and play” to several media outlets. A project is being worked on 
at Ideastream about the CSU RISE program and they have also shown an interest in our 
forensics program which serves individuals involved in the criminal justice system. 

o We have identified underserved communities and published articles targeted at those areas. 
Publications include the Euclid Heights and Lakewood Observers, and Cleveland Press. 

o Radio advertising include Ideastream, 93.1, Q104, 98.5 WNCX, Sports Radio 92.3 and 
Cleveland’s Star 102. 

o We also have billboards and RTA advertising: 17 bus exteriors, 17 bus interiors, 8 billboards 
that have been strategically placed in the identified underserved zip codes. 

o Partnered with K & D which is the management company of Terminal tower. Last year, the 
tower was lit in our corporate color of “plumberry.” This year, that will take place on March 
12th. 

o Advocacy events: March 1st Advocacy Breakfast with legislators at the Holiday Inn in 
Independence; March 12th Advocacy Day at the Statehouse in Columbus. 

• Our Good Life Ambassadors recently presented at Constellation Schools. The visit was featured on 
Spectrum News 1. 
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• An Employment Collaborative hiring event was held today and focused on employers in the 
travel/hospitality industry. This was held at the Huntington Convention Center in Cleveland and was 
praised by employers as a model event. 

• On February 24th, the Cleveland Orchestra will be hosting their second sensory-friendly program. Our 
staff will be on site to assist with special activities and to support attendees. 

• We were recently awarded a grant to support survivors of human trafficking.  
• On March 15th, we will host a basketball game featuring the Cuyahoga County Rockets team who will 

challenge the Cuyahoga DD staff (The Tigers). This will partly benefit the Harvest for Hunger 
fundraiser as well as support the Rockets team for travel expenses. 

• OACB (The Ohio Association of County Boards) will be starting their Strategic Planning Process. They 
will be holding focus groups and will reach out to county boards, and other stakeholders. 

• Dr. Gibbs recognized Franklin J. Hickman for his many years of service in representing and advocating 
for the DD community as an attorney for five decades. Dr. Gibbs read a resolution of commendation 
and presented Mr. Hickam with a plaque from the Board. Frank thanked the Board, Amber and 
others at Cuyahoga DD. 

 
6. Discussion Topic 
Cuyahoga DD Health Services - Presented by Tamara Lentini, MSN, RN, Health Services Manager. Tamara 
gave the board information about the services provided by Cuyahoga DD to help ensure the people served 
are living the healthiest lives possible. The purpose of the Health Services Department is to promote wellness 
by providing care coordination to individuals with DD and their support system. Presentation slides are 
attached to these minutes. 
 
7. Status Reports 
 
8. New Business 

A. Family Transportation Agreements 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities, acting also as Ethics 
Council, approves hereby and authorizes the Superintendent to enter into a renewal contract with 
the providers listed in a document titled "Family Transport Agreement Attachment A" for the period 
April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025, for a sum not to exceed $28,000; and, BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is authorized hereby to take any and all actions necessary to 
carry out these transactions. 
 
Motion by Steven Licciardi, second by Mozelle Jackson. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt 
 
B. Uniformed Unarmed Security Guard Services 
RESOLVED  that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities approves and hereby 
authorizes the Superintendent to exercise a four month extension with TD Security LTD, Inc. of 
Cleveland, Ohio for Uniformed Unarmed Security Guard Services for the period of March 1, 2024 to 
June 30, 2024 not to exceed a sum of $25,000; and,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is authorized hereby to take any and all actions 
necessary to carry out these transactions. 
 
Motion by Steve Scheidt, second by Lisa Hunt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Steven Licciardi, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt 
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Discussion Topic
February 22, 2024

Health Services Department: 
How we Serve the Agency 

Tamara Lentini, MSN, RM – Health Services Manager 



Health Services Department 

• Promote Wellness by Providing Care Coordination to Individuals with Developmental 
Disabilities and their Support System. 



The Health Services Department 



Quality Assurance Reviews

• A nursing assessment: 
• Completed by RN 
• Additional certification as QA RN through DODD 
• Three-year cycle 

• 2023: 172 settings completed (414 individuals) 
• 2021-2023 558 settings completed 





Agency-Wide Teamwork

Intensive Services Team 
• 2023: 40 children served 

Eligibilities 
• 2023: 49 Determination assists 

Guardianship Reviews
• 2023: 22 reviews 

MUIs
• 2023: 72 assists provided 



Education

• 2023: 369 people trained 
• New Employees
• Support Administrators 
• Medicaid Certification for Providers 
• Medication Re-Certification for Independent Providers 
• Continuing Education for Nurses 
• RN Train-the-Trainer (DoDD class) 
• As needed training for providers 
• As needed trainings for Departments within Agency 



Impact and Influence 

• Intra-Agency 
• Inter-Agency 
• Statewide 



Community Health Services Liaison 



Dental Scheduling 

• New Position November 2023 
• Monitor Cuyahoga DD individuals on Waiting List 
• Assist with contact and scheduling 
• Exceptional new resource 



Resource

• For Cuyahoga DD Staff
• For individuals, Families, and Caregivers 
• For Providers 
• For other DD Nurses across the state of 

Ohio. 
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