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Regular Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 23, 2023 

 
Donzella Administration Building – 1275 Lakeside Avenue E, Cleveland, OH  44114 

and broadcasted live via Zoom – 5:30 pm 
 
 
 
1. Opening 
 A. Convene 

The meeting was called to order by President, Cynthia Schulz at 5:31 pm. 
 
 B. Roll Call 
 Members present:  Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt,  
 Cynthia Schulz 
 Member absent:  Steven Licciardi 
 
2. Minutes 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the 2023 organizational meeting of the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities held January 26, 2023, a copy of which is made a part of the permanent record of 
this meeting, be accepted as directed by the President, without objection, and approved as published. 
 
Motion by Mozelle Jackson, second by Alaina McCruel. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
3. Donations 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities gratefully accepts eleven 
donations of unspecified value. 
 
Motion by Lisa Hunt, second by Steve Scheidt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
4. Financial Statements 
RESOLVED, that the Operating Fund Statement and the Statements of Revenue and Expenditures - Planned 
and Actual for the year-to-date period ending January 31, 2023, be accepted and filed for audit; the payment 
of vouchers for the period December 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022 and January 1, 2023 to January 31, 2023 
be ratified; and that all statements and voucher summaries are made a part of the permanent record of this 
meeting. 
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Chief Financial Officer, Rodney Hairston demonstrated formatting changes to the financial statements. See 
attached slides for comparisons. 
 
Motion by Cynthia Schulz, second by Alaina McCruel. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
5. Announcements 
President, Cynthia Schulz turned the meeting over to Superintendent & CEO Kelly Petty who gave the 
following announcements: 

• March is DD Awareness Month. Superintendent Petty and Chief Administrative Services Officer, 
Amber Gibbs will attend an event at the State House on March 1 – DD Advocacy and Awareness Day. 

• A legislative breakfast will be held on March 3. Every state representative from Cuyahoga County has 
been invited. There will be members of the provider community, individuals and families in 
attendance as well. The message will focus on the direct support professional crisis in Ohio. 

• A Hall of Fame event is being planned for March 27, 4:00-6:00 pm. Board members are invited to 
attend. 

• The Center for Community Solutions prepared a report on the dental services research that was 
conducted for Cuyahoga DD. It will be shared with the Board in the near future. The conclusion is 
that there are not enough dental services for people with developmental disabilities on Medicaid. 

Elizabeth Day, Division Manager of Public Information & Communication reported on initiatives and events to 
recognize DD Awareness Month. A variety of community events, media outreach, social media coverage and 
advertising are planned. Slides with an overview of these activities are attached to and made a permanent 
part of these minutes. 
 
6. Status Reports 
The reporting format has slightly been changed in the Enrollment Trend report. Day services decreased 
significantly during the pandemic but it is slowly increasing. Family Supports continues to grow with over 
3,800 families enrolled last year. The number takes a dip in January due to the reenrollment process, but it is 
expected to grow and exceed 3,800. 
 
7. New Business 

A. Purchase of Learn4Independence Curriculum License from First Place AZ  
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities approves hereby and 
authorizes the Superintendent to enter into an initial one-year contract with First Place AZ of 
Phoenix, Arizona to purchase a license for the Learn4Independence Curriculum and associated 
training for a one time cost not to exceed $73,000; and, 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is authorized hereby to take any and all actions 
necessary to carry out these transactions. 
 
Motion by Steve Scheidt, second by Lisa Hunt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
B. Family Transportation Agreements 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities, acting also as Ethics 
Council, approves hereby and authorizes the Superintendent to enter into a renewal contract with 
the providers listed in a document titled "Family Transport Agreement Attachment A" for the period 
April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024, for a sum not to exceed $40,000; and, 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is authorized hereby to take any and all actions 
necessary to carry out these transactions. 
 
Motion by Alaina McCruel, second by Mozelle Jackson. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
C. Sale of East Cleveland Property 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities approves hereby the sale 
of the property located at 13231 Euclid Avenue, East Cleveland, Ohio to Genesis Global Holdings, LLC 
for the purchase price of $680,000; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is authorized hereby to take any and all actions 
necessary to carry out these transactions. 
 
Motion by Lisa Hunt, second by Cynthia Schulz. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 

 
8. Comments from the Floor 
Anne Cary, Speech Language Pathologist with Cuyahoga DD introduced Rosemary Musachio, an individual 
served that she works with.  Rosemary said that she uses a board and pointer to communicate at home.  She 
said that she needs an augmented communication device to socialize outside the home.  Rosemary seeks 
assistance from a speech pathologist with the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities.  The 
speech pathologist dedicates many hours to research options and to help her.  The speech pathologist also 
has other clients.  Thanks to Anne, Rosemary has a Tobii Dynovox which helps her to communicate with 
friends.  Rosemary asked that the speech pathologists be provided with a fair contract so they can continue 
to assist clients.   
 
Lauren Hagenbugh addressed the Board.  She is a speech pathologist working with individuals with 
developmental disabilities.  Her adult brother and daughter receive services from Cuyahoga DD.  Lauren’s 
brother needed to enter emergency respite care at a Board-owned home.  She was very dissatisfied with the 
services her brother received and had serious concerns about his lack of hygiene care. Lauren’s daughter is in 
Early Intervention and receives physical therapy from Cuyahoga DD staff. She is impressed with their services 
and asked for a fair contract for ACCESS members.  
 
Anne Marie Trepanier spoke to the Board.  She is a physical therapist who has worked for Cuyahoga DD for 
23 years.  She came to advocate on behalf of members of ACCESS.  Ms. Trepanier informed the Board about 
their members and their roles. She discussed the bargaining process, the work environment, and staff wages. 
She stated that on February 16th, ACCESS members voted affirmatively to authorize a 10-day strike notice to 
Cuyahoga DD if necessary. Upcoming bargaining sessions are scheduled for March 3 and March 20. 
 
President, Cindy Schulz thanked everyone who addressed the Board. 
 
9. Executive Session 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities hereby adjourns to executive 
session to consider the sale of public property. 
 
Motion by Cynthia Schulz, second by Lisa Hunt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
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Meeting adjourned to executive session at:  6:34 pm 
 
10. Reconvene 
 A. Roll Call 
 Members present:  Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, 
 Cynthia Schulz 
 Member absent:  Steven Licciardi 
 
Meeting reconvened at:  7:35 pm 
 
11. Adjournment 
RESOLVED, that the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities hereby adjourns. 
 
Motion by Alaina McCruel, second by Mozelle Jackson. 
Final Resolution: Motion Approved 
Aye: Allison Frazier, Lisa Hunt, Mozelle Jackson, Alaina McCruel, Steve Scheidt, Cynthia Schulz 
 
Meeting adjourned at: 7:36 pm 

Next Meeting - March 23, 2023 at 5:30 pm at the Donzella Administration Building, 1275 Lakeside Ave, 
Cleveland, Ohio and broadcast via Zoom. Zoom link will be shared on the Cuyahoga DD website, 
cuyahogabdd.org, at least three days prior to the meeting date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certified by: 
 
 
___________________________________            ___________________________________ 
Cynthia Schulz, President     Allison Frazier, Secretary 
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Supporting and empowering people with developmental disabilities
to live, learn, work and play in the community

DD Awareness Month

Elizabeth Day
Division Manager, Public Information 

and Communications
February 23, 2023



Community Partnerships
• Playhouse Square

• Grant Awards

• Sunday, March 5
• Sensory-Friendly Performance

• Sunday, March 5
• Playbill ad

• Wednesday, March 8
• Playbill ad



Media Partnerships
• Great Lakes Publishing – Cleveland Magazine Insert



Media Partnerships
• ideastream – Radio and web story on Intensive 

Support Teams



Advertising
• 68, :15 spots on WKYC



Advertising
• Radio ads



Advertising
• Billboard and Transit 



Special Events

• Hall of Fame Induction
– Monday, March 27, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
– The City Club of Cleveland
– Honoring the DD Provider Consortium



Social Media Partnerships

• Terminal Tower lit up in plumberry
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